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We are sometimes questioned as

to why we focus on the village

poor. While we work amongst

many refugees in places such as
Afghanistan and Sudan, and seek to
help the plight of many urban poor
in countries such as India and Turkey,
we find ourselves focused on Transformational Community
Development among the poorest of the poor villages around
the world. There are several reasons we do this:

1. Most of the poor in the hard-to-access countries are rural.
| The World Bank reports that, .".... 75 percent of the world's

| poor live in rural areas in developing countries.”
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407 207-3256 2. So little aid is given to help poor farmers in their greatest
need, 1o help them grow healthy foods for their families and
good “cash” crops for the market. The World Bank goes on

| S to report that, “...a mere 4 percent of official development

SHELEY assistance goes to agriculture.”

The same report goes on to reveal that, “for the poorest
‘ people, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth originating
in agriculture is about four times more effective in raising
incomes of extremely poor people than GDP growth
originating outside the sector.” The most effective way to
raise the income of the poor is through agriculture.

This gives us a clue as to why they remain poor: so fittle help
is given to agriculture. This is why we have our Miracle Acre
demonstration plots, animal loan programs and community
health education programs emphasizing nutritional food, to
name a few of our programs.





